
End of  1st  Quar t er  - October 10
Parent  Teacher  Conferences - 
October 14-16

No School - Oct. 17-18

Nebraska Dyslexia Associat ion 
Fall Celebrat ion - Oct. 19

Halloween - Oct. 31

Hot  Dog Lunch  - Nov. 6

Pict ure Day - Nov. 11

No School - Nov. 27-29

OCTOBER NEWSLETTERIMPORTANT  DATES

October 7, 2019 

Dear Parents,

It was wonderful to see so many of you at Curriculum 

Night.  Thank you for being so open in sharing your stories 

with other families.  Our students come from school 

districts all over the Omaha/Iowa metro area, including 

public, private and homeschool.  As I said, all of these 

educational systems work for the average child, but often 

don?t meet the needs of children who struggle 

academically.  It was heartwarming to hear from parents 

the difference Phoenix Academy has made for their 

children who attended last year or summer school or even 

just a few weeks of this school year.  We are committed to 

helping your child achieve the skills they need and are so 

grateful for all the support from home.  Thank you!

Nancy Liebermann
Oct ober  14, 15, & 16

Students are w elcome to dress up to celebrate Hal low een on Thursday, 
October 31st.  This is optional  and w e ask  that students w ear school  
appropriate costumes.  M ask s w i l l  not be al low ed in class and 
accessories that interfere w i th learning should be avoided.  Students 
may w ear costume to school , or may w ear f ree dress instead. 

Toy w eapons of  any k ind are not al low ed at school .

We w i l l  have a costume parade around the school  af ter f i rst recess at 
10:20 am.  Parents are w elcome to attend. 

Your student's teacher w i l l  be in touch regarding classroom party detai ls. 



Our mission is to educate and inspire children with learning differences to realize 
their full academic potential and become successful in school and life.  To achieve 
that goal we provide various types of tests to measure how your child is progressing.  
As discussed at Curriculum Night, we have an outside group, Omaha Program 
Evaluation Services, come in and do one-on-one testing of the Woodcock Johnson 
tests in fall and spring.  The students recently completed the MAP testing which is 
the computer style standardized tests used in OPS.  This test is given in fall, winter 
and spring. Our teachers administer the AIMS Web tests for reading, math and 
writing which are also given in fall, winter, and spring.  In addition, testing for 
proficiency in reading, spelling, decoding, comprehension, math, and writing are 
done daily, weekly or monthly during class by the teachers.

Many children show a slip over the summer and grade level equivalency is not 
always a measure for growth.  Each grade level presents more challenging 
information so the students must make a year and a half gain in one year to show 
considerable growth.  Test scores are a reflection of how your child did on that day 
and in that setting.  It is important to realize that for students with working memory 
deficits, ADHD or other learning disabilit ies, some tests do not accurately reflect 
their true ability.  However, through testing we get a picture into the child's strengths 
and deficits so we can set goals and evaluate how we are meeting these goals.  A 
test is not the whole story but it is vital to the process. 

We have mailed home the Woodcock and MAP scores that were completed this fall. 
Our goal at parent teacher conferences is to discuss what we see in the classroom 
and our plan for your child. If you have any questions, feel free to call the school.

Test ing, Test ing, Test ing, and Grades
Nancy Liebermann, Executive Director

This year we will be working to promote a social 
skill each month here at Phoenix Academy.  Our 
skill of the month is EMPATHY.

Empathy is the abi l i ty to understand and share the 
feel ings of another. 

Let's work to show empathy at school and at home!

One way our students are 
learning to express 
empathy is by l istening 
closely as another person 
expresses his or her 
feelings.

Social  Sk i l l  Spot l ight



Conferences will be held before school on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
from 7:45-8:15 AM.  Afternoon and evening conferences will be held after school 
from 3:45-7:45 PM on Monday and Tuesday.  Wednesday afternoon conferences 
will be held from 3:45-4:45 PM.

This is a time to discuss your student 's report cards, initial MAP scores and 
current progress. It is a great time to build the relationship between Parent, 
Teacher, and Student.  Repor t  cards w il l  go hom e at  conferences.  

We value your involvement in your child's education.  All parent s are expect ed 
t o at t end.  We look forward to seeing you! 

To register, please go to ht t ps:/ / pa.schoolappoint m ent s.com  or go to  
phoenixacadem yom aha.org, find the Parents tab on the top of the page, and click 
on Teacher Conferences. If you do not have accessibility to this website you can 
either call or stop by the school office and we will assist with the process. 

There is no school on Thursday and Friday, October 17 and 18th. 

Thank you! 

Par en t  Teacher  
Con fer en ces w i l l  be hel d  

October  14, 15, & 16th

Sweat shir t  Orders

In the classroom students will be required to wear either 
Phoenix Academy sweatshirts or solid black  or red 
sweatshirts or sweaters starting Nov. 4th.

Please make sure that all jackets, school sweatshirts and 
winter clothing has your child's name in it.

The last day for sweatshirt orders is Sunday, Oct ober  13.  
You may order by following the link
http://decostasports.com/shop/stores/phoenix-academy 

or visit Decostasports.com, click on the "Team Stores" tab 
at the top, and scroll down to find "Phoenix Academy".

https://pa.schoolappointments.com/
http://phoenixacademyomaha.org/
https://decostasports.com/shop/stores/phoenix-academy


Parking Lot and Pick Up Policies:

We appreciate your patience as we all get familiarized 

with new faces, new cars and the nightmare of the end 

of day pick up.  Here are some policies we ask that you 

adhere to for the efficiency of pick up, but most 

importantly for the SAFETY OF THE CHILDREN.  Thank you! 

- Please pull ALL the way up in the drive through lane to keep the traffic flow 

moving.

- Please cross ONLY at the yellow cross walk and not between cars.  We ask 

that you set the example for the children.

- You MAY park and signal for your child to come to your car or you may park 

and cross to get them.

- Do NOT park on 66th Street and have your child walk to your car.  Parking is 

not allowed on 66th Street and it is unsafe for children to cross through the 

two rows of cars in the parking lot.

- Do NOT park on Glenwood between 66th street and the entrance to the 

parking lot. 

- You MAY park on Glenwood (by the playground fence) and have your child 

walk down the sidewalk to your car.

- While driving or in the pick up lane, please refrain from using your cell 

phone. 

- If your child needs to return to the building for a forgotten item, we ask that 

you accompany your child back to the classroom.

- If you need to pick up your child early from school for an appointment, you 

must come in to sign them out. 



After  School Pr ogr ams: 
Nor thstar  &  Gir ls Inc.

N orthstar and Girls Inc. offer two excellent after school programs in Omaha.   Both 
programs pickup at Phoenix Academy and our students who participated in the past have 
enjoyed attending because of the activities provided.  They also help with homework.  
Prices are reasonable and dinner is included.  

N ote: N orthstar follows the OPS calendar and will not pick up when OPS is off or 
dismisses early. Please call the school office if you would like more information. 

Northstar serves boys in grades 3-8

For more information or to register, contact 
Rose at N orthstar (402)614-6360 x208 or 
visit northstar360.org 

Girls Inc. serves girls ages 5-18
For more information about Girls 
Inc., call (402) 457-4676 or visit 
girlsincomaha.org

Appr opr iat e   Shoes
Please make sure that all shoes worn to school adhere to 
the Phoenix Academy handbook.  Shoes are to be 
closed-toed (tennis shoes are recommended).  Please 
remember: No open toe shoes, high heels, or flip flops are 
allowed.  Students must also wear socks.  Thank you!

Share your  st ory w it h us!

So many parents shared their amazing stories 
about Phoenix Academy at Curriculum night.  
We would LOVE to be able to share your 
stories with more people.  If anyone is willing 
to have their stories recorded or would be 
willing to write down their testimonials, we 
would greatly appreciate it!

Contact Sharyl Baca at 
sharylbaca@phoenixacademyomaha.org 

Thank you!

Volunt eer  Help Needed

 We are looking for a volunteer or two 
to help coordinate our Hy-Vee receipts.  
This would be a great project for 
someone to do from home.  Please 
contact Sharyl Baca at 
sharylbaca@phoenixacademyomaha.org 
or call the school at 402-390-0556.

https://girlsincomaha.org/
https://www.northstar360.org/northstar-afterschool/
https://girlsincomaha.org/contact/


Hy-Vee Cash for  St udent s

Phoenix Academy will be participating 
in Hy-Vee's "Cash for Students" 
program. Starting September 1st save 
your Hy-Vee receipts. Please turn in 
your receipts to the school office.

Thank you for your support!

Support our school when you shop!

You shop! Am azon Gives!

Please consider selecting "Phoenix Academy 
Omaha" as your favorite charitable 
organization on Amazon Smile and Amazon 
will donate a portion of the purchase price to 
our school.  

This is a sim ple and aut om at ic way for  you 
t o suppor t  Phoenix Academ y every t im e 
you shop, at  no cost  t o you. 

Be sure to shop through smile.amazon.com

THANK YOU!

Toget her  a Great er  Good

Download the TAGG app and snap a photo of your receipt.  Choose 
which cause to support and the business will donate to it.  For 
more information visit togetheragreatergood.com

Oct ober  Bir t hdays

Mrs. Lyon's baby (due this month), Jon, Caleb, Kyleaha, Alijah, Kapec, 
Brooklyn, Emma, Mrs. Hutchson, Kathryn, Polly, Ailise, Mrs. Baca 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://togetheragreatergood.com/


Phoenix Academ y Par t nerships
Phoenix Academy is excited to collaborate with organizations and schools 

within our community.  Spreading awareness of what Phoenix Academy does 
is important in many ways.  Here are a few things happening this month. 

Skut t  St udent  Involvem ent  Day

On Wednesday, October 2nd we welcomed the 
Skutt Catholic High School students to Phoenix 
Academy. This is the 10th year we have been a part 
of the Skutt High School Community Involvement 
Day.  Our students love interacting in the classroom 
and at recess with the big kids and many high 
schoolers return to help throughout the year. In Mr. 
Samuels' class volunteers, Maggie and Macy, even 
got a litt le taste of teaching!

Thank you to all the Skutt Students who came out 
for the day!  

Boys Town Research 

Boys Town National Research Hospital 
will be administering a quick (3 minute) 
language screening to all first grade 
children on October 23rd.  We are 
excited to partner with Boys Town on 
this important screening as language 
development and lags are crucial in 
identifying early for success in the 
classroom.  This is part of a 5 year 
project funded by the National Institute 
of Health and is free to parents.

College of  St . Mary and UNO 

On October 25th we will have 15 Special Education degree 
students observing at our school to learn more about what 
we do at Phoenix Academy. 

UNO and Phoenix Academy will be partnering for a service 
learning collaboration on graphing statistics. The 
information gathered is especially helpful in telling donors 
our story. 



This year our STEM Career Adventures are 
off to an exciting start.  Ms. Stillman's class 
took advantage of the wonderful weather by 
stepping outside to experience the chemical 
reaction that takes place when you add 
Mentos candy to Diet Coke.  It was an 
exciting class experiement. 

St udent  Spot l ight : Madalyn Treves
Sept em ber  Raising Cane's Kid of  t he Mont h 

Congratulations to Phoenix Academy 5th 
grader, Madalyn Treves.  Madalyn was 
chosen by the Lincoln Children's Museum as 
the Raising Cane's Kid of the month for an 
act of kindness, after a museum employee 
witnessed Madalyn returning a lost wallet to 
the front desk. 

Madalyn will be awarded with a Raising 
Cane's gift basket for her act of kindness. 

Great work, Madalyn!! 
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